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The context
Changing unsustainable production and consumption patterns is one of the three overarching themes and objectives of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPoI), which states that “Fundamental changes in the way societies produce and consume are indispensable for achieving global sustainable development” (Ch. III, p. 7); this is an echo to what Agenda 21 already highlights in Chapter 4, “Changing Consumption Patterns”.  One of the specific actions proposed is the development of a 10-year framework of programmes, now known as the Marrakech Process, that was begun at the International Expert Meeting on Sustainable Consumption and Production held in Marrakech, Morocco in June 2003 

(see http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissues/consumption/Marrakech/conprod10Y.htm).  

 

ANPED members recognise the importance and urgency of changing unsustainable production and consumption patterns from the very beginning and thus created a working group focussing on this subject.

 

SPAC working group discussions
During ANPED’s AGM, the Sustainable Production and Consumption (SPAC) working group had a chance to meet to discuss its work, its role, and its future priorities within and beyond the ANPED alliance.  In order to proceed in an operational and constructive manner in the short amount of time alloted, we decided to first identify the important themes and issues relating to Sustainable Production and Consumption, and from there make a list of the activities we should set out to do within one year’s time, and within three years.

 

Important themes and issues
Regarding important themes/issues, we identified an implementation gap between what countries have committed to over the past decades in terms of international agreements (Agenda 21, Kyoto Protocol, Convention on Biodiversity, Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the drafting and the implemention of national sustainable-development strategies...), and what they have actually done.  This has led us to believe that there is a serious lack of accountability on the part of not only governments, but also the other main stakeholders such as civil society and the business sector.  Indeed, civil society can play a very important role as a watchdog to make sure that their governments are respecting the committments made on their behalf by their heads of State.  Today, some NGOs are trying to fill this role, but it should be every citizen’s duty to stay informed and to hold their governments accountable, at least on issues that matter to them. The onus for change also depends on the business sector; of the world’s 100 largest economic entities, 51 are now corporations and 49 are countries (see http://www.corporations.org/system/top100.html).  With economic power comes significant political influence, and thus accrued responsibility.

 

This has led us to identify three other important themes and issues, which are more focus areas to be developped in order to overcome the problems associated with implementation and accountability.  The first of these themes is public awareness.  Indeed, for society to play its role and exercise its political influence on the ruling elite, it must be aware of what sustainable development is, and be aware of the committments made by their governments.  The second theme is participation; how can civil society express its needs and discuss such critical issues such as ecological tax reform, developing renewable energies, appropriate technology, living within the Earth’s carrying capacity and promoting sustainable livelihoods when the public is ‘kept out of the loop’ of policy development and institutional processes?  This leads us to the third theme, which is capacity building.  Once public awareness and participation are secured, people need to be empowered to get involved in a constructive manner; tools and experiences need to be shared, and this is done through capacity building.

 

Activities

The proposed activities, or deliverables, can be broken down in two time periods: those that fall within a one-year period, and those in a three-year period.  In the next year, we decided to develop a modest work programme, as experience has shown that being overly ambitious is unproductive.  We thus intend to write a few one-page briefing papers on a SPAC-related issue, such as fair trade, industrial ecology, ecological tax reform, promoting renewable energy resources...  We will also begin a draft regional review of SPAC implementation for December 31, 2004, which will include regional ANPED publications, and which will later make up the regional chapter in the larger SPAC Watch report that will be ready for the international sustainable production and consumption meeting in Costa Rica in September 2005.  As well, depending of available funding, we will organise a regional SPAC skillshare sometime in 2005 in order to increase public awareness, participation and capacity building on SPAC and sustainability issues.

 

Over the next three years, we would like to get involved in the UN ECE sustainable production and consumption process, and have influence over EU policy regarding Sustainable Production and Consumption issues.  We would also like to renew and reinforce ANPED’s participation in the International Coalition for Sustainable Production and Consumption (ICSPAC—see http://www.icspac.net/) [by, among others, writing a regional chapter for the international SPAC Watch report], as well as forge alliances with other initiatives such as Eco-Forum and SPAC Watch.  In the long term perspective our goal is not only to participate in the (European part) of the 10-year framework on sustainable production and consumption (Marrakech process) but influence the agenda setting.
 

Future prospects

Since Sustainable Consumption and Production  is by nature a very transversal question, we need to work closely with ANPED’s other working groups so that Sustainable Production and Consumption  is always taken into account, and for us to integrate issues that are important to them in our own work programme.  As the backbone of the ANPED network, the working groups’ role has never been so important; they are at the forefront in forging ANPED’s positions on key questions.  It is for this reason that the Sustainable Consumption and Production working group intends to publish press releases regularly on important news items relating to sustainable production and consumption.

 

Having this in mind we encourage all ANPED members to join the SPAC working group to get informed  via our list-serve (spac@lists.anped.org).  We also encourage current SPAC working group members to give input on the group’s list-serve on what role they want the soon-to-be ANPEC SPAC working group website to perform.

 

On a final note: Sylvia Lorek (s.lorek@anped.org) from the German Forum on Environment and Development, has replaced Jeffrey Barber, Executive Director of Integrative Strategies Forum, USA (http://www.isforum.org/), as ANPED’s SPAC working group co-ordinator.  So... a very big thank you to Jeffrey—who will still participate actively in the group—for all of his work and leadership over the past few years!

